Wester Ross spring spawning herring: life-cycle & ecology ey
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1. Maerl, a coral-like red seaweed, forms
a knobbly gravel which is a favoured
habitat over which herring spawn.
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3. The sticky eggs are translucent and ]
about 2mm in diameter. The egg layer 2. Spawning takes place
may be up to 8 eggs thick, forming a over several days in March
cohesive carpet over the seabed. in water 15m to 25m deep.

5. Big storms may kill many eggs 4. Haddock, other
especially where maerl has been fish and other animals
damaged and there is much sand. may eat much spawn.




