Wester Ross Wild Trout Workshop, Kinlochewe Village Half? 3@ril 2019
Supported by Wester Ross Area Salmon Fishery Board and The Wild Trout Trust

Programme(provisional titles for some talks)

10:30 Welcome and introduction
10:35 Dr Steve Ket{University of Middlesexintroduction to the Loch Maree Wild Trout Project
11:00 Vu DangUniversity of MiddlesexA first look at the population structure of Loch Maree wild trout

11:25 Short break . . .

11:35 Dr Toby LanderyoUniversitryof Middlesex)lmmunogenic adaptation of UK brown trout populations to
parasite infection
12:00 Prof Eric Verspoo(UHI Rivers and Lochs Institufeput tales from Lochaidonand other wild waters . . .

12:30 Lunch
13:35 Peter CunninghaniSWRFTWester Ross: a stronghold for the future of wild brown trout?
14:00 Dr David Morris(Marine Scotland Scienc@&jacking sea trout in Loch Torridon: where do they go (and w

14:25 Short break

14:35 Dr Martijn TimmermangMiddlesex Universitypea lice in the molecular biology classroom

15:00 Gareth Pedley(The Wild Trout Trustlabitat management for wild trout: examples of work of The Wild
Trout Trust

15:30 General discussion: priorities for the conservation and management of wild trout in Wester Ross area

16:00 Close of meeting
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Summary

Awild trout diversity:
some examples

fSome challenges . . .
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Torrldon and Llathach by Lqu Strader Sept 2010




Legend
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Wester Ross

Land of glaciated
mountains, lochs and
short, swiftly flowing
salmon rivers.. . .




Lewisian gneiss and Torridonian sandstone: har
resistant to weathering, wyielding rock.




.. .. underlain by
Torridonian sandstone
and Lewisian Gneiss.
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Barren mountains . . .

vy 7o | Beinn Eighe NNR: how natural?



Sparsely vegetated slope
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Trees cling to
Inaccessible ledges




eUnstable rivers

Strath na Sealga, upper Gruinard: note alder woodland along floodplain



Fionn loch and Dubh loc
from Beinn Airigh chat
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a stronghold for wild trout
(Salmatrutta)?
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LochanFada(Second coast) August 2008{
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GairloechiHill Lochs August 2011
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We¢KS hfR LIS2LX S RSOf I NBR (K&
species (or at least varieties) of these trout, and gave them
three different Gaelic names vis.,

Claigionnaiclfskully big headed),

Carraigeanaiclistumpy, short and thick) and

Cnaimhaict{bony, big boned).
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Still much to'learn about the
Fionn Loch and its wild trout-
and cher"fi’sh.es.-. r.
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LochGhiuragarstidhRiver Ewe system




ochGhuiragarstiditrout spawnlng burn study, 2011
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Loch Ghuiragarstidh spawning stream trout
(25th October 2011)

Number of fish
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42 trout were caught The majorlty LA / S SOCHA CORSpRRA
were male trout; many of these had a = 5’}"—“ /
distinctive olivec yellow colouration.




LochGhiuragarstidhrout by Paul Vecsel

Brown trout (Salmo trutta)

Tw imens of Loc huiragarstidh stock capture
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Fish Art

Many of you have seen these illustrations featured in
the short documentary on CBC On the Arts. My fish

69 photos 5,019 views
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LochKernsary a natural, big fish trap?



®e® Paul Vecse | Flickr X G wester ross fishenes kernsary
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Spawned sea trout

and salmorkelts
unable to find exit?

Low water delays downstream migration of

smolts, over-wintered sea trout and kelts

Smolts, over-wintered sea trout and finnock were
delayed in reaching the sea after water levels fell in

rosa ov

heavy rain. Smolt migration resumad at Tournaig;
River Ewe Rotary screw trap (see other naws item)
catches pesked with both s2a trout smolts and last
year's finnock and salmen smolts heading for the sea.

The following chain of correspondense may also
ralate to the low water conditions in May . . .

noss

weekend of 25th - 30th May after

2019 sweep netting season starts
vith sample of louse-infasted s2a
trout in Loch Gairloch {22/04/19)

W Wester Ross spring spawning herring

s in early May. Rivers finally

From: Glynn Cutts YoV e
010 17:09 it sy

eam Cxners St | 1040 g vt b pats

marlab.ac.uk
Subject: Freshwater Fish

Hello,
I was on holiday with my wife in Scotland the last couple of weeks]

On Sunday 23rd May we were in Gairloch, in the afterncon we dec
Poolewea. We walked up the river Ewes, branched off towards Fionr|
Kemszary back to Poolaws ight at the very end of the loch, when
Poolews end, the bank is steep and the |
Approaching along the path | saw a swirl of a biggish fish towards
closer, | put on my polaroids and peered down from the high ba
| saw a shoal of goed fish finning up the loch about 2 feet down, |

more preceding them, | estimated each of them at 3 to 4lbs. Behi

bigger about 6lbs, just below the surface, swimming in 3 relaxsd §

| have fizhed in Scotland over 20 years, | am experienced in watch
consider this sighting quite extraordinary?

They can't have besn Brown Trout, that size, they wouldn't travel

Early for Salmon, espacially Grilse.

Sea Trout? bes
Maree at last improving for Sea-Trout?

I'd walcome your thoughts,

Glynn Cutts

ends in a sharp come| '

t guess, in that case they must have come via the joli8
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Brown trout, male, 700mnKernsary2 7 October 2011,
aged at 12 years old.




Ferox Trout (Salmo ftrutta)

Small tnbutary, River Ewe system
Loch Maree Scotland

Length: 700 mm

Sex: spawning male

Age: 12 years

Fish caplured and released by WRFT biologists on 25 October, 201
)

|
lfustration and copynght: Paul Vecsei
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FRESHWATER FISH

differences in resource acquasition abwlity

sut from alternatree life history parentage
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Loch Maree, River Ewe catchment
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LochMaree Seatrout Fishery

formerly 15+ boatsfrom earlyJulyuntil mid October
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The art of dapping was
_ developed on Loch
Maree. . .
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The LochMaree seatrout fishery collapsed

at the endof the 1980

Loch Maree Hotel trout catch
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Mean Length at Sea Age

(P <0.001)
1926

1980

1989-1990

1992-1993

/ 1997-2001

o 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

Sea age (years) (from Butler 2002)



The proportion of brown trout in the Loch Maree rod

catch of trout increased In the early 1990s.

B 5own trout

| Seatrout
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Sea trout
monitoring

Ao find out about sea
trout growth rates,
parasite burdens and
survival.

Boor Bay
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Boor Bay, Loch Ewe




Sampling site at Boor Bay, Loch Ewe



