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. n-wild salmon andollapseof'sea trout fisheries including that of Loch Maree,
v formerly one of the most productive sea trout fisheries in North West Europe



P G RGNS eﬂ-& .‘d‘;ga.\ e R
i

Dj %r ‘.and e'n‘coUréige \‘én".‘ﬁ‘;om a dedlcated membershrp anglers wildlif
sts; sGientis aﬂ&“" 0  of a ;alggsa»nd abilities, the Trust has bée
n .‘.oﬁ‘tw he pregsures facrng wild flShfé

We depend upon many voluntefrs andrOther helpers to carry out’ flsh surveys. . .
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- :es er Rossemalns an international stronghold fmIdAtIantlc salmonand
“wild Brown trout and for other freshwater W|IdI|fe mclud+ri§reshWater pear&s
mussel, Otter and,Blag:hroateddlver T

 Blackthroated diver



http://wildlife.visitwester-ross.com/news.asp?newsid=2

The LittlecGruinard River was designated by the European Union as a Special /
of ConservatiofSAC] fothe Atlantic salmonS%almosalar) in 2005.1t is not the
largestnor the most;productive wil@galmon river.withinNester 'Ross but does
contain someof the most remarkablédabitat for juvenile:-salmon production.
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“A@?r enterlngthe river fromthe sea and smmmmgpstreamagamst strongurrents
/ ‘througha series of rockyascades wild salmon must negotiate challenging

L wa %around huge boulders to contintieeir remarkablejourneyhome
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Ancestral salmomedds(eld nests) can even be seen ln satelllte photographs
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Someadult salmoh go no further than the main river
“Where there are deep pools and abundant areas of
““spawning and nursery habitat areas.

Other fish continue upstream as far as the Fionn Loch P
beyond. Some headwater spawning streams Wﬂhln Ihé y

SAC have not been surveyed for many years § *"Q‘
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https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Little Gruinard FMP April 2011 Part 6.pdf

T h e W R FT e I e Ct‘FhB h i n g te am Zippin density estimates for salmon fry and parr for cSAC Atlantic

salmon rivers in Scotland in 2004/05 (SNH data)

recordedsome of the highest
densities ofsalmon parr (age 1+-
for any SAC salmon river in
Scotland However, for their age
they included some of the
smallest and slowest growing.
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Four year classes of juvenile salmon from a Little Gruinard headwa


https://www.wrft.org.uk/downloads/files.cfm?id=29

The neighbouring biGruinardRiver is thenost productive wild salmon river
within the Wester Rossraa. However, WRFT surveys recorded mostly small
salmon fry, with' few sal

Length / frequency (numbers of fish / minute) of juvenile
salmon caught at 4 sites in the Gruinard River, 26th August 2016

too smallto
become smolts
the following year
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Small Gruinard-salmon fry == >
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big enough to
become smolts
the following year

0 mostly fry (0+)
@ mostly parr (1+)
@ mostly parr (2++)
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http://www.wrft.org.uk/files/SWRFT Review February 2018 Final for web V2.pdf

The bedrock beneatmany rivercatchment
areasin Wester Ross yield&ry little nutrient.

Life onland and in freshwater dependgon
the provision and circulation dife-limiting

nutrients, especially phosphorus, through thg
ecosystem.
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Gneiss and sandstone boulders
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Legend
- Basalt dolerite and allied types
I:l Durness Limestone (partly Cambrian)
[ Epidiorite and allied types

[ Amphibolite and allied types

I intermediate and basic rock

l:l Durness Limestone

[ JLowerLias

g Moine schists

[ ] open Water

|: Permian and Triassic sandstones
l:| Pipe-Rock and Basal Quartzite
- Porphyrite and allied types
l:| Moine Quartz-feldspar-granulite
E Quartzite

Rhyolite, trachyte and allied types
[ Torridonian Sandstone and grit
I:l Serpulite Grit and Fucoid Beds
[ Loch Maree Group metasediments
Uttrabasic rock

[ Lewisian undifferentiated gneiss
‘Geology, BGS 1:625,000, © NERC.

‘Includes material based on Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 maps with ﬂ}ﬁgermission oghe controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office © Crown copyright.'




Wildlife production acrossarge areas of'\WestdRoss isi limited by adack of food.
This issudas beerthe subject.of twoWRFT workshops,
Ecosystentertility and-Salmon:Smolt Productionun:\Wester.

and Refertilising Wester. Ro$2016).
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https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ecosystem Fertility&SalmonSmoltSeminarNov07.pdf
https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ecosystem Fertility&SalmonSmoltSeminarNov07.pdf
http://wrft.org.uk/files/RefertilisingWesterRoss8Apr2016forweb.pdf
http://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Peter Cunningham 6 Feb 20 Eco fertility1.pdf

