
welcome back ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƴŜǿΩ  
Wester Ross Fisheries Trust 

The ΨƻƭŘΩ ²ŜǎǘŜǊ wƻǎǎ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ мффс ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜ 
in wild salmon and collapse of sea trout fisheries including that of Loch Maree, 
formerly one of the most productive sea trout fisheries in North West Europe.   

 



With support and encouragement from a dedicated membership, anglers, wildlife 
enthusiasts, scientists and volunteers of all ages and abilities, the Trust has been 
able to carry out much work to learn more about the pressures facing wild fish 
populations and what can be done to address them. The Trust works in 
partnership with the Wester Ross Area Salmon Fishery Board and many others.  

We depend upon many volunteers and other helpers to carry out fish surveys . . .  



Wester Ross remains an international stronghold for wild Atlantic salmon and 
wild Brown trout and for other freshwater wildlife including Freshwater pearl 
mussel, Otter and Black throated diver.  

Wild brown trout 

Black-throated diver 

http://wildlife.visitwester-ross.com/news.asp?newsid=2


The Little Gruinard River was designated by the European Union as a Special Area 
of Conservation [SAC] for the Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) in 2005. It is not the 
largest nor the most productive wild salmon river within Wester Ross but it does 
contain some of the most remarkable habitat for juvenile salmon production. 

Mayfly 

Juvenile salmon survey team 



After entering the river from the sea and swimming upstream against strong currents 
through a series of rocky cascades, wild salmon must negotiate challenging 
waterfalls around huge boulders to continue their remarkable journey home. 

photo by Ben Rushbrooke 



Wild salmon spawn where the streambed is composed of pebbles and small 
cobbles. In some parts of the Little Gruinard River adult female salmon have been 
the main movers of the stones for hundreds, perhaps for thousands of years.  

Ancestral salmon redds (old nests) can even be seen in satellite photographs. 

photo by Andy Jackson 

from Bing Maps 

Salmon eggs 



Some adult salmon go no further than the main river 
where there are deep pools and abundant areas of 
spawning  and nursery habitat areas.  

Other fish continue upstream as far as the Fionn Loch and 
beyond. Some headwater spawning streams within the 
SAC have not been surveyed for many years. 

The end and the 
start of the journey 

https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Little Gruinard FMP April 2011 Part 6.pdf


The WRFT electro-fishing team 
recorded some of the highest 
densities of salmon parr (age 1++) 
for any SAC salmon river in 
Scotland. However, for their age 
they included some of the 
smallest and slowest growing.  

Four year classes of juvenile salmon from a Little Gruinard headwater  

https://www.wrft.org.uk/downloads/files.cfm?id=29


The neighbouring big Gruinard River is the most productive wild salmon river 
within the Wester Ross area. However, WRFT surveys recorded mostly small 
salmon fry, with few salmon parr large enough to go to sea the following year.  

Small Gruinard salmon fry 

http://www.wrft.org.uk/files/SWRFT Review February 2018 Final for web V2.pdf


The bedrock beneath many river catchment 
areas in Wester Ross yields very little nutrient. 

Life on land and in freshwater depends upon 
the provision and circulation of life-limiting 
nutrients, especially phosphorus, through the 
ecosystem.  

Gneiss and sandstone boulders 



Wildlife production across large areas of Wester Ross is limited by a lack of food. 
This issue has been the subject of two WRFT workshops, 
Ecosystem Fertility and Salmon Smolt Production in Wester Ross (2007)  
and Refertilising Wester Ross (2016).  

A forest on a boulder? 

https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ecosystem Fertility&SalmonSmoltSeminarNov07.pdf
https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ecosystem Fertility&SalmonSmoltSeminarNov07.pdf
http://wrft.org.uk/files/RefertilisingWesterRoss8Apr2016forweb.pdf
http://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Peter Cunningham 6 Feb 20 Eco fertility1.pdf

