
      ?draft logo             Agenda 
 

11.00     Welcome and introduction 
               Prof Dave Barclay 
  
11.15     Background to the Fisheries 
               Review / FMO process 
               Peter Jarosz 
                                                                                   
11:30     Questions 
  
11:40     Reviews of some current Skye & WRFT 
               research and monitoring activity 
               Peter Cunningham & Isabel Moore 
  
12:30     Lunch 
  
13:15     Skye & WRFT FMO proposal:  
               how does this best address our rivers?                 
               Ian Lindsay 
  
14:00     Open Discussion   
               (Chaired by Prof Dave Barclay) 
 
15:30     Tea and depart 
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Summary  

ÅFish & fisheries in Wester 
Ross 

ÅJuvenile salmon  
monitoring and the 
freshwater environment 

ÅSea trout monitoring and 
coastal seas 

ÅThank you to volunteers 
and supporters! 
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Wester Ross 
 
Land of glaciated 
mountains,  
lochs and  
short, swiftly flowing 
rivers . . .  
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. . . underlain by  
Torridonian sandstone 
and Lewisian Gneiss. 
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Barren mountains . . .  
 

Beinn Eighe NNR: how natural? 



Sparsely vegetated slopes 

Beinn Damh forest: where are the trees? 
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Sundew 
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Bog asphodel 

 

 

 

Narthecium ossifragum 

"bone breaker " 



Strath na Sealga, upper Gruinard: note alder woodland along floodplain 

 

Unstable rivers 



Trees cling to 
inaccessible ledges 

Abhainn Dearg 
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Fionn loch and Dubh loch 
from Beinn Airigh charr 

¦ƴƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ΨǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΩ Φ Φ Φ  
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ǿƛǘƘ ΨƴŜŀǊ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΩ ƻƭƛƎƻǘǊƻǇƘƛŎ ƭƻŎƘǎ 

Loch Maree . . . .  



Loch Maree 



Two forms of Arctic charr from Loch Maree   



Arctic charr from Coulin 



Brown trout       Salmo trutta   

Sea trout and brown trout 



Ray Dingwall with fresh 17lb cock salmon caught by Gavin Ramsay, May 2007 

Atlantic salmon 



Pictish stone depicting salmon and sea eagle 

in Gairloch Museum and found nearby 

Wild salmon were important the people in 
Wester Ross in the past 



Plockton Primary School Children photo by Naill McKinnon; a few years ago . . .  

Salmon in (and out of) the Classroom 

For some people, they are still important 

. . .  



 Salmon life cycle 



Salmon face many threats and challenges at sea . . .  

Coastal netting, Greenland 



Changing sea temperatures . . .  

Sea temperature anomalies: November  2015 & October 2016 
 
Source http://www.climate4you.com/SeaTemperatures.htm 

 



Salmon bring back marine 
nutrients from the ocean . . .  



! ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦŀǊ 
across the sea, however much can be done to support fish 

in fresh and coastal waters. 

Tributary of Gruinard River, 
September 2016 



What limits 
juvenile salmon 
production in 
Wester Ross? 

Juvenile fish surveys 
(Supported primarily by  
Wester Ross Area  
Salmon Fishery Board  
& river proprietors) 



Juvenile fish surveys 

Aims 

1. To determine the 
distribution of wild 
juvenile salmon (trout and 
eels) focussing on 
marginal habitat 

2. To assess the abundance 
of juvenile salmon. 

3. To provide information 
about the status of 
respective populations 
and of any management 
intervention that may (or 
may not) be required. 



photo by John Macpherson, River Kerry, sometime back in ~2006!

Electro-fishing:  

Åan electric field is 
passed through the 
water  

ÅFish swim towards the 
anode where they 
become immobilised 

ÅFish are transferred to 
a bucket where they 
recover . . .  



Anaesthetise and measure each fish . . .  

By the River Kerry, with SNH student 
volunteers, September 2016 
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Rivers where 
juvenile salmon 
have been 
recorded in 
WRFT area 

 

 
To add:  

Strath burn  

Flowerdale Burn  

Shieldaig river  

Achmore river  

Balmacara river  

Nostie Burn 
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