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TheLochMaree Seatrout Fishery

15+ boatswﬂh ghllllesthrough summerandearlyautumn







The LochMaree seatrout fishery collapsed

at the endof the 1980s
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Loch Maree sea trout head fa




Sweep netting for sea trout, Boor Bay, Loch Ewe

Supported by the Scottish Government




Problems for sea trout in the marine <
enwronment Included parasitic sea Ilce 0’




Sea trout and the seas
around Wester Ross
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Whiting, etc.

Sandeels: of vital importance
for sea birds, marine mammals
and many fish species. ICES

... of West Coast sandeels is
Gunknowno.

Pollack: Large pollack may be
- significant predators of small
" sea trout. Gadoids (including
Pollack) are important food for

Cod, Haddock and.

“Kelts, over-
innock and smolts

at sustainable levels.
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Other factors are also Of..

unprecedented breeding
failured
of Scotland in 2005 has
been attributed to a
shortage of sandeels
(RSPB).
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Whiting: Taken as bicatch
by nephrops trawlers. Cod
and whiting stocks are near
historic low levels; haddock
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Semmaon prawn: éther small ',g} 22-“ a=’=; Emerges from sand to feed
3 rustaceans are also of im- . o _\\. S atnight. An important food

* for many fish species.

Minke whale and
porpoise: Target
sandeels in the early
summer, then sprat and
herring from mid-summer
onwards. Whales were
less common in 2005

than in 2004.
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What happened to other fish populations?

For much of the 20 Century, Gairloch supported a busy
herring fishery and a then whitefish fleet

ringnetter fAMhaighdean Maran ashore &
http://www.trawlerphotos.co.uk/gallery/showfull.php?photo=14481



UK Record Welghts rod/llne from boat
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Plaice: 10-03-08 Longa Sound, Scotland. H Gardiner 1974
(photo: http://www.uk-fish.info/pages/plaice.html)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear G&DT January, 2010

I was interested in Derek Roxborough’s letter and
Dorothy’s response a propos the Gairloch cod fishery.
As stated, both must be correct. A few years ago I was
told by an old local fisherman that he vividly
remembered setting out the long lines - or ‘great lines’
if they were for cod - in his grandfather’s boat, across
Gruinard Bay. He said, ' can still feel, one by one, the
bangs and knocks of fish hooking themselves all down
the line’ as I held the end.

In 1972 I was living in Lee-On-Solent when I read
in Angling Times about a British record plaice that had
been rod and line caught from Longa Sound by a
young man in a canoe. Being very keen sea anglers,
my family and I towed out boat all the way up from
south Hampshire. We camped at Big Sand and fished
every day for a fortnight and talked with local
fishermen about the winter cod netting amongst their
other commercial activities.

We caught fifteen species of fish in the Gairloch
area during that holiday, many to specimen size. These
included codling and hake, haddock, thornback and
conger plus a lemon sole within half an ounce of the
British record (in ten feet of water of Strath) and a dab
from Longa Sound that actually became the British
rod caught record. May still be in the Guinness Book
of Records - haven’t checked recently.

We had fished from shore and boat many coasts
around Britain and many since then, but I never
encountered anything to compare with this.

But two years later we returned, this time catching
very little. The boys in the big boats had been
listening! By 1980 the fishing in Gairloch wasn’t
worth the candle. We heard stories of suction dredgers
and illegal night trawling, ‘sea bottom like a
ploughed and weed-less field’, etc, etc. Why are we so
keen, so often, to cut off the branch on which we sit?

I hope that one day Loch Torridon, the Gairloch
and Loch Ewe can become a New Zealand style
Marine Park, thus allowing these precious breeding
grounds to return to their former glory, for the future
benefit of all.

Bryan Islip




0 Se af | Wheelrwas a child, in the early 70s, we used to go on family holidays to

Gairloch in Wester Ross. Every evening, we would go down to the pier to watch the fishing

boats unloading. In these days, there were about a dozen or so boats, mostly east coasters |

think, which unloaded white fish (i.e. cod, haddock etc. as opposed to herring or prawns) at
Gairloch. The pictures were taken in the 80s after the new pier had been built but are similar

to the scenes on a summer evening10-15 years earlier | 'm recal |

POSTED BYEIL KING AND CAROL DUNC Attp://exceptthekylesandwesternisles.blogspot.co.uk/
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Many other fish populations collapsed around the west
Scotland during the past 25 years, c. Firth of Clyde . .

Firth of Clyde trawled fish landings

Bottom trawl closure
reopened to fishing
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Landings in tonnes
o
|
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Thurstan and Roberts (2010) PLoS One Vol 5 | Issue 7 | e11767



Why?



Across the world, fish populations

have been In decline for two main
reasons:

1. Overfishing.Fishing technology ha
progressed faster than our ablility (Germzas
manage fishing effort. o o

mage to habitatsvhich support
fish production.
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Marine Scotland Science Report 0911

The West of Scotland Marine Ecosystem: A Review of
Scientific Knowledge

N Bailey, DM Bailey, LC Bellini, PG Fernandes, C Fox, S
Heymans, S Holmes, J Howe, S Hughes, S Magill, F
Mcintyre, D McKee, MR Ryan, IP Smith, G Tyldsely, R
Watret and WR Turrell

marinescotland
science

Wh I GddzNF £ O2YyR.
Impacts in the nearshore
environment can have large
effects on juvenile fish [Cod
and Whiting] abundance. The
resulting effects of year
classes strength can be trace
for up to six years following
UKSANI asSaaft Sy

The West of Scotland
Marine Ecosystem:

A Review of Scientific
Knowledge (2011)



In the past 20 years, some of the near sho
areas that provided food for local sea trout
and supported many other fishes and othe
animals were damaged in Loch Ewe and
outer Loch Gairloch.

Shellfish dredgers reduce the amount of lifdsg
and structural compIeX|ty of the seabed  Es8

Healthy cobbleshell bottom habitat for scallops befordeft) and

~ after (rlght) one pass of a scallop dredgmiddle e
~ Before photo: Peter Auste Natlona#UndErse'é’RE’s-(g-ﬁrc't%e%' '\’



http://www.marlin.ac.uk/galleryimage.php?imageid=386

Small fish (e.g. juvenile cod) need
sheltered places to feed and grow, an k‘*
places to hide from predators. ‘
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Would an MPA help protect and
restore habitats and fish populations?




This Is the area we have been thinkin
about:
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Black guillemot
Northern feather star
Ocean guahog

Native oy sters

Habitats

Seagrass beds

Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment
Tide- swept algal communities

Sealoch egg wrack beds

Burrowed mud

Burrowed mud with tall seapen

Burrowed mud with phosphorous seapens

Burrowed mud with slender seapens

Northern sea fan and sponge communities

Maerl or coarse shell grav el with burrowing sea cucumbers
Maerl beds

Horse mussel beds

Blue mussel beds

Large scale features

Shelf deeps

Map of recorded
distribution of MPA
search features
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(from SNH records)




Loch Gairloch.




Loch Gairloch.

Via an order made under the Inshore Fishing (Scotland) Act 1984, Loch
Gairloch is closed to mobile fishing gear, i.e. trawlers and dredgers. This orde
does not apply to static gear (creels) or recreational fishing.

This closure was brought in primarily to protect a herring spawning area and
small gadoids, a situation that remains relevant to this day . . .

. (Photo by-'Je;remy Fenton



Loch Gairloch.

.. . Additionally, while subsequent scientific research in this area has been
limited, the lack of disturbance from active gear fishing operations is also
likely to have had some beneficial biodiversity effects.

[source: letter from Richardochheado John Farquhar Munro, MSPt 1
October 2009].




Largely because of the ban on mobile gear, Loch Gairl
retains a rich diversity of habitats and species which
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Zostrea marinaSeagrass)

ASound of Longa (Loch Gairloch). NW
{020t yRQa f I NHSaA&I

A-eeding area for record Plaice?
ASea trout feeding habitat.

ASea horse habitat.
(picture from Tayside Biodiversity webpage

Maerl (red seaweed) bed
ASouth side of Loch Gairloch '
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The 2010 SNH survey RNty
confirmed the
existence of |
extensive sea grass Db 3 AL X
[SG] beds, maerl > | ’i
beds [MB] and -

burrowed mud [BM]
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Seagrass beds inzepmmanes
o T 2010 seagrass bed
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Video Spot boundary
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From SNH Ullapool Approaches

Report, 2011. Based upon Ordnance

Survey material with the permission of CONGA ISLAND
the Controller of HMSO © Crown

copyright (2011) Licence no.

100017908




Seagrass beds |
Sound of Longal

From SNH Ullapool Approaches
Report, 2011. Based upon Ordnance
Survey material with the permission of
the Controller of HMSO © Crown
copyright (2011) Licence no.
100017908
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Shoot density

2010 MNCR site

2010 seagrass bed
® Abundant boundary
Common

Rare

Video Spot

The sea trout
caught on 1%
June 2011
were in the
eel grass bed
here.
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Seagrass

Main threats

Aamage from mobile
fishing gear to beds at
?Red Point and illegal
fishing in Sound of Longa.

Misease (historic)

Adabitat for juvenile fish,
associated with record Plaice?

Adabitat for bivalves, sea horses,
sea trout . . .

Protection / restoration

As existing protection in
Sound of Longa adequate?

Arevent mobile fishing
gear from dredging beds.

ACan be propagated and
actively restored.



The Sound of Longa . . .

Ocean Quahog Seagrass
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The Loch Shieldaig . . .

 Sealoch egg Wrack N |
o OW/'NBEFOUSNE 6A3IQ0 " =« i Ostreq edu_hs
~ (photo Jeremy Fenton w2 - (photo Keith Hiscock



Oysters

Main threats
AOver collection.

Misease in past.

AA few animals left in
sheltered bays.

AAre remaining populations
viable?

Protection / restoration

MRaise awareness of
conservation status.

fSurvey remaining beds.
Aropagation possible.

4 e



4
1Nautical Miles

I\ A

Species

Harbour seal

<

Sandeels

@

Grey seal
European spiny lobster

Common skate

* < @

<

@

® 0 e

o e 8 0 0P

Black guillemot
Northern feather star
Ocean guahog

Native oy sters

Habitats

Seagrass beds

Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment
Tide- swept algal communities

Sealoch egg wrack beds

Burrowed mud

Burrowed mud with tall seapen

Burrowed mud with phosphorous seapens

Burrowed mud with slender seapens

Northern sea fan and sponge communities

Maerl or coarse shell grav el with burrowing sea cucumbers
Maerl beds

Horse mussel beds

Blue mussel beds

Large scale features

Shelf deeps

Map of recorded
distribution of MPA
search features

Species
Harbour seal
Sandeels
Grey seal
European spiny lohster
Common skate
Black guillemot
MNoarthern feather star
Ocean guahog
Native oy sters
Habitats
©  Seagrassheds
Kelp and seaweed communities on sublittoral sediment
Tide-swept algal communities
Sea loch egg wrack beds
Burrowed mud
Burrowed mud with tall seapen
Burrowed mud with phosphorous seapens
Burrowed mud with slender seapens
Northern sea fan and sponge communities
Maerl or coarse shell gravel with hurrowing sea cucumbers
Maerl heds
Haorse mussel beds
Blue mussel heds
Large scale features
[ shelf deeps

(from SNH records)




Inner Loch Torridon

N . -
Pennatula phosphorea Funiculina quadrangularis Maerl beds

Burrowed mud Photos by Sue Scott
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Burrowed mud
Aurrows formed by
Nephropgprawns.

other animals.

Main threats Protection / restoration
At less risk than maerl or AAlready protected from
- seagrass habitats. mobile gear within Loch
/Risk to associated sea  Torridonand Loch .~
pens and other animals. ~ Gairloch, butnot -~
_elswhere. — i
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Outer Loch Torridon: Red Point beach. . .







