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The Scottish record rod caught mackerel of 3lb 120 ™~
k. was caught near Ullapool in 1965 by Ewen Scobie
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The British record rod caught plaice was caught in the Sound of Longa, Loch Gairloch
by H Gardiner (Age 16) in 1974
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Wild salmomrwere important to peaple in
Wester Rass in the past ... .
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By coincidence
Six major salmon rivers flow

Into the Wester Ross MPA!
Kanaird

Wester . , ’V

Ross Marine

DML AR =R Ullapool

% Uliapool

- )\Gruinard
'\ Little

e Gruinard
| (SAC)

\ Broom

https://marinescetland.atkinsgeospatial.com/nmg



Wild salmon life cycle SEA
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pther items in the 3D viewer

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_Sea
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Data SIO, NOAA, U.S: Navy, NGA, GEBCO'
Image Landsat / Copernicus
Image IBCAO
Image U.S. Geological Survey
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SEA Returning adult salmon

Post-smolts
and adults
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Releasing an adult salmon,
September 2022

How many adult
salmon return from
the sea to freshwater?



How many salmon return to the rivers which flow into the Wester Ross MPA

Rod Kanaird, Ullapool & Broom area Little Loch Broom, Gruinard and Ewe are:
i h reported rod catches of salmon and grilse 800 - reported rod catches of salmon and grilse
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Produced from data provided by Marine Scotland . Crown Copy Produced from data provided by Marine Scotland . Crown Copy

In a good year (since 200@ypund 1000 adult salmon and grildeave been caught by anglers in the rivers
which flow into the Wester Ross Marine Protected Area.

If the rod catch represents about 10% of the salmon that enter freshwater from the sea (studies suggest
the rod catch can vary from <5% to >15% of the salmon that enter freshwater)pérbaps over 10,000
adult salmon have returned from the sea to Wester Ross MPA riversome recent years?

Historicallythis figure would have been much higher



Estimated numbers of salmon returning to Scottish coastal waters

1,500,000

Wild salmon populations
1,200,000 | | | " need greater protection if
they are to remain healthy
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https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2019/8/19/\Afldimon#Salmofishery-statistics2018

ICES. (2019). WORKING GROUP ON NORTH ATLANTIC SALMON (WGNAS). ICES Scientific Reports. 1:16. 368 pp. Retrieved
from [accessed 13 May 2019]



https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/Fisheries%20Resources%20Steering%20Group/2019/WGNAS/WGNAS_2019.pdf

Numbers of wild Atlantic salmon have been declining almost everywhere

Northern Europe

Total reported catch
of wild Atlantic salmon
(tonnes) by region

North America
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https://digitalpublications.parliament.scot/ResearchBriefings/Report/2019/8/19/\ASldlmon#Salmofishery-statistics2018

ICES. (2019). WORKING GROUP ON NORTH ATLANTIC SALMON (WGNAS). ICES Scientific Reports. 1:16. 368 pp. Retrieved
from [accessed 13 May

2019]



https://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication%20Reports/Expert%20Group%20Report/Fisheries%20Resources%20Steering%20Group/2019/WGNAS/WGNAS_2019.pdf
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River Kanaird system YK LIF

A Runie fallg; see the :
salmon jumping! g

A Hydropower schemes 56!“
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nearby
Camas Mor




River Kanaird,
August 2021

Plenty of salmon fry
and plenty of parr in
the main river.




River Runie (Kanaird tributary)
September 2016 '
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Ullapool River
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fishing expedition

Loch Achall
May 2005, 2006 . . . .




River Broom

ASir John Fowler
realigned the river Iin
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big Gruinard River

ABiggest area of good quality river habitat
for juvenile salmon production

AJuvenile salmon grow slowly because
not so much food . . .

ADifferent salmon populations below and
above Loch na Sealga

GRUIRARD RIVER FISHERY
MANAGEMENT), PLAN 2001-2006

Juvenile fish survey,
Gleann na Muice,
November 2014.
photo by

Ben Rushbrooke
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Highest wild salmon in Wester Ross?
Allt Loch Ghuibsachain, 210m above sea le
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Upper Gruinard headwaters above Loch na Sealga,
Abhainn Gleann na Muice




oy Abhalnn Gleann na I\/IUIC,el9 August 2021
...{M ow dens ‘

One of many
dead / dying
riparian alder
trees and root
systems ..




Little Gruinard River [SAC]

A Special Area of Conservation [SAC]
for Atlantic Salmon

A Some salmon go all the way up main
river into and beyond thé&ionnLoch
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|\ Bomrt Dy

A Few sea trout do they struggle to iz,
get up the waterfalls? 7 %

» mn : < J' >
Geoffrey Billier L~ A &m;w
' ' ‘()m A
by the boulder M) L . , : ‘ 8
VN ~ £ et ; . : “~r Dundopnell |
e Granars, L0 FiONM: aesaroms /3500, T
) ) ) ',"4‘ . '{ J @ ; b . {1 "'.
2014 LOCh""’" pea S R Y
y A G )““’W’ T My ‘% ) ‘ -
. ] Bamy |
554 (higchermh
014
. 9
| Bonn
a Argh Charr A
Rugr )y . D74 80%
{ M"l . Lo * ' : |
) , A "f‘i v ¢l N o &m’l~ = Mutbsch Cone
<24 vyy MG Fhesrcha

¥ Letterewe ,Forest




Plenty of salmon fry and parr in the mai
river

. but many of them are very small . .

o ’“,;:;;"", Little Grumard salmon
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Little Gruinard River [SAC for Atlantic salmon]

6" August 2021 (the river was exceptionally low)

NearFirst Flats

Asmall fry and small pari

Top Flats

Aancestral redds (salmon
spawning places) exposed
Alots of very small fry

Top of river atoch outflow
Avery big fast growing 1+ parr
because of good feeding




nn Loch brown trout, Sept 2017

A special place for conserving wild fISh genetic dlversﬁg‘?

Piscivorous trout and prey:
juvenile char, salmon & trout
Flonn Loch Sept 2017
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Little Gruinard River headwaters survey above Fionn Loch
10 August 2021

ASalmon fry and parr in main burns at moderate to goodsder
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Most Atlantic salmon return to freshwater only once to spawn . . .
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| Adult salmon provide marine nutrients for other wildlife .

Some trophic pathways from salmon to smaolt @ et ——
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River Ewe& Loch Maree
system

A A special place for angling and
for wildlife conservation

A Famous for both salmon and

by Dr James Butler

sea trout fisheries

A Possibly the biggest and oldest
salmon in Scotland . . .

A Information about fisheries in
5NJ WIE YSa . dzif SNRaA wAGSNI 94 S
Fisheries Management Plan \\



