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Wester Ross 
remains a 
stronghold for wild 
Atlantic salmon 
populations



https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Status%20of%20Wild%20Salmon%20in%20Wester%20Ross%20Report%20for%202021v1Feb22.pdf


Juvenile fish surveys monitor occurrence 
& abundance of juvenile salmon and 

condition of nursery habitat 

Thank you to Alasdair Macdonald and Colin Simpson 



Gruinard River headwaters

Habitat in some streams for juvenile salmon has been 

degrading and is increasingly vulnerable to ówashoutô



(left) Live alder trees

Åroots support river bank. 
Åfertile riparian corridor 
with green grass.
Åmany places for parr to 
hide in roots.

(right)Dead alder trees

Åroots rot away and bank 
collapses. 
Åfertile riparian corridor 
eroded away.
Åstream becomes wider 
and shallower.
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Ullapool River 
catchment  
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Ullapool River 
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https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ull
apool%20FMP%202006.pdf

Records for rod caught salmon inthe UllapoolRivergobackfor 120+ 
years. Many more fish were taken innetting stationsnearby.

Until the 1950s, rod catches were
dominatedbyΨǎǇǊƛƴƎΩ ǎŀƭƳƻƴΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ 
taken in March, April and May, 
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The RhidorrochRiver is the major spawning stream for Ullapool River salmon 

https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ullapool%20FMP%202006.pdf


However,low densities of juvenile salmon have often been recorded in the 
RhidorrochRiver

https://www.wrft.org.uk/files/Ullapool%20FMP%202006.pdf


Much of the RhidorrochRiver is very 
unstable with mobile sediment . . .

East Rhidorroch River (Ullapool River catchment)



December 2005



August 2006



August 2007



River habitat is unstable because 
of rapid run off, bank erosion and 

collapse, and transport of large 
amounts of sediment from the 

upper catchment area 
(Glen Douchary). . . 

August 2019
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RhidorrochRiverhabitat can be seen clearly 
on satellite photos available via Bing maps 
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RhidorrochRiver (Ullapool River headwaters) 
2nd September2015

Just 8 salmon fry and 4 salmon parr
caught in 16 minutes e-fishing

Hurricane 
Bertha spate 

damage 



RhidorrochRiver   
(Ullapool River headwaters)

ÅHardly any fish in e-fish survey in summer 2019!
ÅBig changes in site since 2018 following another major spate event
ÅHabitat very unstable


